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N MARCH 2009,
| the Vatican Pontifical
Academy of Sciences
and the University of
© Notre Dame sponsored
a conference entitled “Biological
Evolution: Facts and Theories™ as part
of a year-long celebration of the 200th
anniversary of the birth of Charles
Darwin and the 150th anniversary of
the publication of his revolutionary
book, The Origin of the Species by
Means of Natural Selection.
The relatively simple scientific
theory of evolution met with

resistance, not only when it appeared
in 1859, but also today. In this Catholic
Update, we will explore the reasons
for this resistance and why the theory
of evolution is not inconsistent with
Catholic teaching.

The importance of Darwin’s ideas
is highlighted in Darwin’s Vision and
Christian Perspectives, edited by Walter
Ong, S.J. He writes: “There can be no
doubt that the discovery of the process
of evalution, cosmic and organic, has
been one of the greatest achievements
of the human mind. In a sense, this is
the central discovery in the Western
world since Renaissance times, and
in a still further sense it is the central
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corporate discovery of all mankind.”

Two major reasons for registance
to evolution are: 1) the mistaken idea
that Darwin’s theory of evolution
excludes supernatural involvement
in the development of the natural
world, and 2) the general public’s
limited understanding of the scientific
evidence that has made this theory
universally accepted in the scientific
community.

The idea that the great diversity
of living creatures had developed
over long stretches of time had been
around for many decades before
Darwin. His ideas were well-developed
when he wrote Origin in 1838, He
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